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6 January 2015  
 
Dear Mr McNeil 
 

I am writing to inform the Committee of an announcement which will be made by the First 
Minster on Wednesday 7th January 2015 that the Scottish Government has identified, 
through the Barnett Consequentials for the Care of  Specific Conditions, £2.5m to support 
the provision of specialist nurses and care for specific conditions on a recurring basis. This 

will provide support in relation to a range of conditions needing specialist support, such as 
motor-neurone disease (MND), dementia, Parkinson’s disease and palliative care. 
 
The first allocation (£700K) will be for motor-neurone disease (MND) specialist nursing. We 

will be working closely with MND Scotland, third Sector, social care and NHS Boards to 
ensure the use of these funds is maximised. 
 
The use of the remaining resource will be informed following the specialist nursing review 

currently being undertaken by the Scottish Government which is on-going and includes 
discussions with NHS Boards and relevant charities and organisations. 
 
As was the case for the MND specialist nursing resource, we will be consulting and working 

with third sector, social care and NHS boards to ensure that the funds are allocated based 
on population health and need. 
 
The money will be used to help support the provision of specialist nurses, and provide 

people with these conditions with the level of care they rightly expect, and is part of the extra 
£127 million in consequentials passed on to the Scottish Government by the UK Government 
following the Autumn Budget Statement. 
 

I hope that you find this information helpful. 
 
 
 

SHONA ROBISON 

 


